[Changes in fatty acid composition of serum cholesteryl esters in patients with chronic heart failure].
To investigate the changes in fatty acid composition of serum cholesteryl esters in patients with chronic heart failure (CHF). The levels of serum TG, TC, HDL, and LDL in 36 patients with CHF and 20 healthy controls were measured and fatty acid cholesteryl esters were determined by high performance liquid chromatography. In the patients with CHF, the level of linoleic acid was significantly higher than that in the control group (P < 0.05), but the level of arachidonic acid was significantly lower than that in the control group (P < 0.05). The levels of TC, TG, HDL, and LDL were not significantly different between the two groups. Changes in fatty acid composition of serum cholesteryl esters exist in the patients with CHF.